Michigan Department of Health and Human Services-Bureau of Children’s Coordinated Health Policy and Supports
Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA) Implementation and Training Information

This information is being provided for the purpose of clarifying requirements related to the DECA including training requirements, administration, and
MDHHS support for use of the tool.

TOPIC DECA

General Information |[The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA) will be completed at intake, during treatment planning, annually
and at exit, The DECA will be used with infants, toddlers and young children with serious emotional disturbance (SED)
and SED/Intellectual Developmental Disabilities (IDD), ages 1 month* through 5 years old (1 day prior to 6" birthday).
The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA) will also be completed when clinical staff and/or
parents/caregivers identify a notable change in the young child’s life.

The DECA should be administered whether the young child is open to services, or the parent of a young child is open
to services and is served in Children’s Services (e.g., Home-based Services, Infant Mental Health as a
Prevention-Direct Services, etc.). The following tools should be used for the identified ages:

e DECA for Infants: one month up to 18-months*

e DECA for Toddlers (DECA-T): 18-months up to 36-months

e DECA Clinical (DECA-C): 2 years up to age six.

Tool use to assess The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA) is used to specifically assess social-emotional functioning for
functioning ' infants, toddlers, or young children (birth up to age 6) in the family, childcare or age-appropriate activities who may be
eligible for services as a child with SED, or both SED and IDD.

Information obtained from the DECA will inform treatment approaches with infants, toddlers, young children, and their
parents/caregivers, as an outcome measure (pre and post), as an aid to actively manage cases during a course of
treatment, and for agency tracking and quality improvement.

DECA Infant (1 month up to 18 |DECA Toddler 18 up to 36 DECA Clinical (24 up to 71 months):
months"): months):
e measures two subscales; e measures three subscales; e measures three protective factor subscales
attachment, initiative. attachment, initiative, and (Attachment, Initiative, and Self-Regulation);
self-regulation. e four behavioral concern subscales

(Withdrawal/Depression, Attention Problems,
Aggression, and Emotional Control Problems).

e DECA Clinical also includes four “Increased
Concern” items that flag high-risk behaviors including
setting fires, saying critical things about self,
self-harm, and abusing animals.

! DECA for infants begins at birth and can be administered after one month of observation.
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Evidence Based
Practice-Treatment
Labeling (EBPs) in
the DECA

Pre-post labels are to be used to identify EBPs at the DECA administration closest to the implementation of the EBP
including:

e Infant Mental Health (as part of Home-based Services or Prevention Direct Services) (prenatal to 36 months)
Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (T-FCBT), Trauma Assessment (young children, 36-71 months)
Child Parent Psychotherapy (CPP) (prenatal to 60 months)

Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation in childcare (Prevention Direct Services)
Parent Management Training-Oregon/Parenting/Parenting Through Change (3 years to 71 months)
Parent Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) (typically ages 2 to 7)

Nurturing Parents (birth to 5 years)

Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) (Birth through age five)

Incredible Years (Birth to through age five)

MOM Power (Birth to five)

Responsibilities

MDHHS will provide DECA training. CMHSPs and CCBHCs are expected to ensure that their staff and supervisors
serving infants, toddlers, and young children access and complete required DECA training. Clinical/Intake staff are
required to be trained in the following:
e DECA for Infants, one month up to 18-months*
DECA for Toddlers (DECA-T), 18-months up to 36-months
DECA Clinical (DECA-C), 2 years up to age six
Booster training every two years, which includes a post assessment
Electronic DECA System Orientation (for both supervisors and clinical staff)

CMHSP staff and their supervisors can access registration for live, virtual training through the home page for Michigan

Early Childhood Assessment: Home: Michigan Early Childhood Assessment (michiganeca.org) by clicking on the
registration tab. All DECA training records for DECA raters must be maintained by the CMHSP/CCBHC.

It is recommended that each CMHSP or CCBHC identify an electronic DECA (eDECA) lead (e.g. supervisor, Program
Director, etc.) that can manage the eDECA system for their site, allowing them to enter new users, run ongoing data
reports and monitor fidelity to the systems use. EDECA orientations are offered via recorded sessions or live virtual

sessions via www.michiganeca.org.

MDHHS Support

Licensing Fee
The licensing fee for DECA is being paid for by MDHHS. The DECA will be integrated into the CMHSP’s Electronic
Medical Record in the future.

Training
MDHHS provides DECA training and Booster training for CMHSPs/CCBHCs and their provider agencies through a
contract with state trainers.

Questions

For questions, access the Michigan Early Childhood Assessment website: www.michiganeca.org, Contact Us tab or
MDHHS-DECA@michigan.gov.
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